Luke 15 The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin สูญหายไปหนังแกะและสูญหายไปเหรียญกษาปณ์ 
Three words summarize the message of this chapter: lost, found, and joy. Jesus spoke these parables to the Pharisees and scribes who were troubled that Jesus would eat with and care for people who were sinful, people that they didn’t like, such as the tax collectors.  The tax collectors were Jews who made a deal with the Roman government that they would collect taxes from their countrymen and keep part of the money for themselves.  Some charged very high amounts to keep for themselves.  These religious leaders thought it was bad enough that Jesus welcomed these people they didn’t like and taught them, but He went so far as to eat with them! The Jewish religious leaders did not yet understand that the Son of man had “come to seek and to save that which was lost” Luke 19:10  They were blind to the fact that they themselves were lost.  
What does it mean to be lost? It means, like the sheep, to be away from safety and in a place of danger; or like the coin, to be useless and out of circulation (not used for buying and selling and not used in wedding necklace).  To be lost means to not know where you are, to not be able to get home ,or to a place of safety.  In 1962 when I was six my family went a world fair in Seattle Washington in the northern part of the United States.  The fairgrounds were huge and there were many people.  I was curious and began looking around at the stores and the rides and the displays, but realized that I was not with my family anymore?  Where were my Mom and Dad, my younger brother and younger sister?  I was lost.  Thankfully it wasn’t too long until my parents found me.  After the terrorist jets hit the twin towers in New York I went to help the people in New York as a pastor.  I stayed in a YMCA guest house, much less expensive than a hotel.  The guest house was near Central Park.  I was walking back to the guest house late at night and I came to Central Park, but it was so large I became confused in my directions I walked in a big circle.  I finally made it back to the guest house but for a few hours I was lost in a dangerous area.    
This chapter makes it clear that there is one message of salvation: God welcomes and forgives repentant sinners. But these parables also reveal that there are two parts to this salvation. There is God’s part: the shepherd seeks the lost sheep, and the woman searches for the lost coin. But there is also man’s part in salvation, for the wild lost son repented and returned home. To emphasize only one part is to give a false view of salvation, for both the sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man must be considered.  
This week we will talk about the joy of finding as told in two parables and then next week the joy of returning in another parable.   
Mankind has accomplished many great things.  In the last 100 years many, many things have been invented and things done that were not done in the past.  We have sent people to the moon, we can fly in airplanes around the world, there have been the invention of cars, boats, motorcycles, telephones, radios, and computers.  And of each of those things are continually being made better.  But there is no rejoicing in Heaven over those things.  What causes the angels to rejoice?  They rejoice when one person who was lost is now found.  
The story about the lost sheep would touch the hearts of the men and boys in the crowd, and the women and girls would appreciate the story about the coin that was lost from the wedding necklace. Jesus wanted to reach everybody’s heart.
1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 
1 ในเวลานั้นบรรดาคนเก็บภาษีและพวกคนบาปเข้ามาใกล้เพื่อจะฟังพระองค์ 

2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 

2พวกฟาริสีและพวกธรรมาจารย์ก็บ่นว่า “คนนี้ต้อนรับคนบาปและกินด้วยกันกับเขา” 

The lost sheep vv. 3-7 
3 So he told them this parable: 
3 พระเยซูจึงตรัสอุปมาต่อไปนี้ให้พวกเขาฟังว่า 

4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 
4 “ใครในพวกท่านที่มีแกะร้อยตัวและตัวหนึ่งหลงหายไป จะไม่ทิ้งเก้าสิบเก้าตัวนั้นไว้ที่กลางทุ่งหญ้าแล้วออกไปตามหาตัวที่หายไปนั้นจนกว่าจะพบหรือ? 
5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 
5 และเมื่อพบแล้ว เขาจะยกขึ้นใส่บ่าแบกมาด้วยความชื่นชมยินดี 

6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 

6 เมื่อมาถึงบ้าน เขาก็เชิญมิตรสหายและเพื่อนบ้านให้มาพร้อมกัน แล้วพูดกับพวกเขาว่า 'มาร่วมยินดีกับข้า เพราะข้าพบแกะของข้าที่หายไปนั้นแล้ว' 
7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
7 เราบอกท่านทั้งหลายว่า ในทำนองเดียวกัน จะมีความชื่นชมยินดีในสวรรค์เรื่องคนบาปคนเดียวที่กลับใจใหม่ มากกว่าเรื่องคนชอบธรรมเก้าสิบเก้าคนที่ไม่ยอมกลับใจ 
A shepherd is responsible for each of the sheep; and if one is lost or killed, he must repay the owner, or if he is the owner still suffer a financial loss. Sheep are lost because of their own stupidity; they wander away and fail to see the danger they are in. Isaiah 53:6 says all we like sheep have gone astray, each to their own way, but God has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.“ Jesus came to "seek and to save them that are lost" (19:10). Note the emphasis on rejoicing: the shepherd rejoices, the neighbors rejoice, and heaven rejoices.  The shepherd in this parable is the Great Shepherd, Jesus Christ. We are the sheep. He had one hundred sheep, and one of them got lost.  That would be a pretty good percentage, to start out with one hundred sheep and end up with ninety-nine. This Shepherd, however, would not be satisfied with just ninety-nine sheep. When one sheep got lost, He went out and looked for it. When He found it, He put it on His shoulders, the place of strength. He is able to save to the uttermost.  Some people get into a lot of trouble, a lot of sin, and yet the Lord continue to look for them to bring them into a relationship with Him.  The high priest of the children of Israel wore an ephod. On the shoulders of the ephod were two stones. On them were engraved the names of the twelve tribes -- six tribes on one stone and six on the other. The high priest carried the children of Israel on his shoulders. Our great High Priest carries us on His shoulders, and we will not become lost again. When He starts out with one hundred sheep, He will come through with one hundred sheep -- not ninety-nine. This is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ out looking for those who are His own. 
The sheep was lost because of foolishness. Sheep have a tendency to go astray, and that is why they need a shepherd.   The scribes and Pharisees had no problem seeing the tax collectors and other sinners as “lost sheep,” but they would not think of themselves as being lost.   And yet the Bible makes it clear that all of us have sinned and gone astray, and that includes religious people.
By leaving the ninety-nine sheep, the shepherd was not saying they were unimportant to him. They were safe but the lost sheep was in danger. The fact that the shepherd would go after one sheep is proof that each animal was dear to him.   
There are four persons or groups who rejoice when a lost sinner comes to the Saviour. Though nothing is said in the story about how the sheep felt, but there is certainly joy in the heart of the person found. But there is also the joy of the person who does the finding. Whenever you assist in leading a lost soul to faith in Christ, you experience a wonderful joy within. Others join with us in rejoicing as we share the good news of a new child of God in the family, and there is also joy in heaven. The angels know better than we do what we are saved from and to, and they rejoice with us.  
II The Lost Coin vv. 8-10
8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 
8 “หญิงคนใดที่มีเหรียญเงินสิบเหรียญและเหรียญหนึ่งหายไป จะไม่จุดตะเกียงกวาดบ้านค้นหาอย่างละเอียดถี่ถ้วนจนกว่าจะพบหรือ? 
9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 

9 เมื่อพบแล้วนางจะเชิญมิตรสหายและเพื่อนบ้านมาพร้อมกัน แล้วพูดกับพวกเขาว่า 'มาร่วมยินดีกับฉัน เพราะฉันพบเหรียญเงินที่หายไปนั้นแล้ว' 
10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

10 ในทำนองเดียวกัน เราบอกท่านทั้งหลายว่า จะมีความชื่นชมยินดีท่ามกลางพวกทูตสวรรค์ของพระเจ้าเรื่องคนบาปคนเดียวที่กลับใจใหม่” 
When a Jewish girl married, she began to wear a headband of ten silver coins to signify that she was now a wife. It was the Jewish version of our modern wedding ring, and it would be considered a terrible thing for her to lose one of those coins. The houses were dark, so she had to light a lamp and search until she found the lost coin; and we can imagine her joy at finding it.  To lose one of the coins would be to ruin the necklace and embarrass the woman. Like that coin had the image of the king on it, people have the image of God and are valuable ; but they are lost and not being used now by the Lord.   To lose one of the coins was like losing a diamond out of one's wedding ring. The woman reminds me of  the Holy Spirit who works to make sure that each one who belongs to the Bridegroom – Jesus,  will be present for the wedding. Every coin will be in place. Every one is valuable to Him.  When found, sinners are once again useful and able to serve the Lord. Again, there is joy in Heaven because the lost has been found.
These two parables help us understand something of what it means to be lost. To begin with, it means being out of place. Sheep belong with the flock, coins belong on the chain, and lost sinners belong in fellowship with God. But to be lost also means being out of service. A lost sheep is of no value to the shepherd, a lost coin has no value to the owner, and a lost sinner cannot experience all that God has for him in Jesus Christ.
But to turn this around, to be “found” (saved) means that you are back in place (reconciled to God), back in service (life has a purpose), and out of danger. No wonder the shepherd and the woman rejoiced and invited their friends to rejoice with them!
It is easy for us today to read these two parables and take their message for granted, but the people who first heard them must have been surprised.  Jesus was saying that  God actually searches for lost sinners!   The Pharisees had forgotten that God had sought out Adam and Eve when they had sinned and hidden from God (Genesis. 3:8-9). In spite of their supposed knowledge of Scripture, the scribes and Pharisees forgot that God was like a father who pitied his lost children.
There are few joys that match the joy of finding the lost and bringing them to the Saviour. “Next week we will talk about the joy of returning in the story of the Prodigal Son, a story we could also call the story of the Loving Father.  
