Timothy Charged to Guard His Trust 2 Timothy 1:1-14

We gather to worship the Lord together on a Sunday that honors mothers.  An outstanding mother and outstanding grandmother in Scripture are those of Pastor Timothy, pastor of the ancient church of Ephesus.  My Mom and my Granny had a profound impact on me.  My Mom didn’t become a Christian until long after I did.  But still I am so grateful for her love for me, her care and concern, her training and her discipline.  My Granny was a Christian camp cook... 
Notice what Paul wrote in his second letter to his friend Timothy concerning Timothy’s mother and grandmother.
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of life in Christ Jesus, 
奉 　 神 旨 意 、 照 著 在 基 督 耶 穌 裡 生 命 的 應 許 、 作 基 督 耶 穌 使 徒 的 保 羅 、2 To Timothy, my beloved son : Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
寫 信 給 我 親 愛 的 兒 子 提 摩 太 ． 願 恩 惠 憐 憫 平 安 、 從 父 　 神 和 我 們 主 基 督 耶 穌 、 歸 與 你 。  
3 I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day, 
我 感 謝 　 神 、 就 是 我 接 續 祖 先 、 用 清 潔 的 良 心 所 事 奉 的 　 神 、 祈 禱 的 時 候 、 不 住 的 想 念 你 、 

4 longing to see you, even as I recall your tears, so that I may be filled with joy. 
記 念 你 的 眼 淚 、 晝 夜 切 切 的 想 要 見 你 、 好 叫 我 滿 心 快 樂 ． 

5 For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well. 
想 到 你 心 裡 無 偽 之 信 ． 這 信 是 先 在 你 外 祖 母 羅 以 、 和 你 母 親 友 尼 基 心 裡 的 ． 我 深 信 也 在 你 的 心 裡 

6 For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 
為 此 我 提 醒 你 、 使 你 將 　 神 藉 我 按 手 所 給 你 的 恩 賜 、 再 如 火 挑 旺 起 來 。 7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.
  因 為 　 神 賜 給 我 們 、 不 是 膽 怯 的 心 、 乃 是 剛 強 、 仁 愛 、 謹 守 的 心 。 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, 
你 不 要 以 給 我 們 的 主 作 見 證 為 恥 、 也 不 要 以 我 這 為 主 被 囚 的 為 恥 ． 總 要 按 　 神 的 能 力 、 與 我 為 福 音 同 受 苦 難 ． 

9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, 
神 救 了 我 們 、 以 聖 召 召 我 們 、 不 是 按 我 們 的 行 為 、 乃 是 按 他 的 旨 意 、 和 恩 典 ． 這 恩 典 是 萬 古 之 先 、 在 基 督 耶 穌 裡 賜 給 我 們 的 ．
10 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 
但 如 今 藉 著 我 們 救 主 基 督 耶 穌 的 顯 現 、 纔 表 明 出 來 了 。 他 已 經 把 死 廢 去 、 藉 著 福 音 、 將 不 能 壞 的 生 命 彰 顯 出 來 。
11 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher. 
我 為 這 福 音 奉 派 作 傳 道 的 、 作 使 徒 、 作 師 傅 。 

12 For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day. 為 這 緣 故 、 我 也 受 這 些 苦 難 ． 然 而 我 不 以 為 恥 ． 因 為 知 道 我 所 信 的 是 誰 、 也 深 信 他 能 保 全 我 所 交 付 他 的 、 〔 或 作 他 所 交 託 我 的 〕 直 到 那 日 。 13 Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 
 你 從 我 聽 的 那 純 正 話 語 的 規 模 、 要 用 在 基 督 耶 穌 裡 的 信 心 和 愛 心 、 常 常 守 著 。 

14 Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.  (NASB) 
從 前 所 交 託 你 的 善 道 、 你 要 靠 著 那 住 在 我 們 裡 面 的 聖 靈 、 牢 牢 的 守 著 。

What was entrusted to Timothy by Eunice and Lois, by Paul and by God Himself?  The Gospel was.  What does that say to us?  If you are a mother or a grandmother are you entrusting the Gospel to your children and then your grandchildren?  Some parents say, “We just let our children make their own decision about going to church”…  
We miss our grandsons…  We have a very serious responsibility to train up our children in the way they should go.   


In America many Christians can claim to come from families with several generations of Christians.  Many can say my great grandmother, my grandmother, and my mother were all Christians and they helped me.  In Thailand, especially in the South, only about 1 % of the people are Christians and most of those have come to Christ since the Tsunami of 2004.   Looking to the future we hope and pray for many generations of Thai Christians should the Lord tarry in His return. 

 
Timothy’s father was a Greek.  Timothy’s mother and grandmother had seen to it that he was taught the Scriptures 2 Timothy 3:14-17 14 You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 
但 你 所 學 習 的 、 所 確 信 的 、 要 存 在 心 裡 ． 因 為 你 知 道 是 跟 誰 學 的 ． 

15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
並 且 知 道 你 是 從 小 明 白 聖 經 ． 這 聖 經 能 使 你 因 信 基 督 耶 穌 有 得 救 的 智 慧 。 
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 
聖 經 都 是 　 神 所 默 示 的 、 〔 或 作 凡 　 神 所 默 示 的 聖 經 〕 於 教 訓 、 督 責 、 使 人 歸 正 、 教 導 人 學 義 、 都 是 有 益 的 ．
17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 
 叫 屬 　 神 的 人 得 以 完 全 、 預 備 行 各 樣 的 善 事 。
Paul exhorted Timothy to be skilled in handling the Word of God in 2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.    
你 當 竭 力 、 在 　 神 面 前 得 蒙 喜 悅 、 作 無 愧 的 工 人 、 按 著 正 意 分 解 真 理 的 道 。
I believe very strongly in expository preaching…
When Paul came to Lystra on his first missionary journey, that was probably when Timothy received Christ, either directly through Paul or Paul may have led Eunice and Lois to Christ and then they shared the Gospel with Timothy. When Paul returned on his second journey, he enlisted Timothy into Christian missionary service.  Paul had watched Timothy’s life and service during those years they were together. He was certain that Timothy’s faith was genuine. In fact, Timothy’s heritage was a great one; for he was reared in a godly home, trained by his mother and grandmother and then also the also the apostle Paul, and was given great opportunities for serving the Lord.  There are mothers and grandmothers here today who can be used of the Lord to train up Timothys who go forth sharing the Gospel as pastors and missionaries. 

The importance of one generation sharing with the next is underscored for us in the book of Judges.  Judges 2:8-10 8Then Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of one hundred and ten. 
耶 和 華 的 僕 人 、 嫩 的 兒 子 約 書 亞 、 正 一 百 一 十 歲 就 死 了 。
9And they buried him in the territory of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 
 以 色 列 人 將 他 葬 在 他 地 業 的 境 內 、 就 是 在 以 法 蓮 山 地 的 亭 拿 希 烈 、 在 迦 實 山 的 北 邊 。
10All that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel.
那 世 代 的 人 、 也 都 歸 了 自 己 的 列 祖 ． 後 來 有 別 的 世 代 興 起 、 不 知 道 耶 和 華 、 也 不 知 道 耶 和 華 為 以 色 列 人 所 行 的 事 。
Why did the next generation not know the Lord?  The next generation didn’t know, because the current generation didn’t tell them.  

The first five verses of our text were motivational for Timothy and can be useful for Christian parents, and other leaders who are helping younger believers grow toward maturity in Jesus Christ and effectiveness in ministry.  Dr. John Mac Arthur suggests six principles of motivation from this passage:  authority (1:1–2a), altruism (v. 2b), appreciation (v. 3a), appeal (v. 3b), affection (v. 4), and affirmation (v. 5).

Authority
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of life in Christ Jesus, 
奉 　 神 旨 意 、 照 著 在 基 督 耶 穌 裡 生 命 的 應 許 、 作 基 督 耶 穌 使 徒 的 保 羅 、
The first principle of godly and successful motivation is that of authority.  Paul was an apostle of Christ Jesus. Despite their close and loving relationship, Paul ranked above Timothy in spiritual authority.  Mom’s have authority over their children, they love them but also must exercise authority over them.  You have all seen parents who just let their children have their own way.  Also a business cannot succeed if employees refuse to recognize and submit to the employer’s authority over them.   Paul writes Timothy not only as a dear friend but with apostolic authority and as a spiritual father to a son.   There was both authority and intimacy.  What a joy it is to lead someone to Christ, or to disciple them.  A man I mentored and trained in hospital chaplaincy used to refer to himself as my Timothy.

 Altruism

2 To Timothy, my beloved son : Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
寫 信 給 我 親 愛 的 兒 子 提 摩 太 ． 願 恩 惠 憐 憫 平 安 、 從 父 　 神 和 我 們 主 基 督 耶 穌 、 歸 與 你 。  
This is an expression of greeting but also a genuine desire for God’s best in the young preacher’s life. Paul showed unselfish concern for and devotion to the welfare of others.   If we want to motivate our children and younger believers, we must, like Paul, have genuine, love for them and concern for their spiritual well being. 
Appreciation 

3 I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day, 
我 感 謝 　 神 、 就 是 我 接 續 祖 先 、 用 清 潔 的 良 心 所 事 奉 的 　 神 、 祈 禱 的 時 候 、 不 住 的 想 念 你 、 

A third principle of godly and successful motivation is appreciation. Not only was Paul a blessing to Timothy, but Timothy was a blessing to Paul. I thank God for you, the apostle assured him, saying in effect, "I am grateful for what God has done for me through you." While Paul was writing from a Roman prison, he nevertheless rejoiced that the Lord had given him the privilege of knowing and discipling Timothy. To be appreciated, encouraged, and told that God has wonderful plans for them is a great motivation for young men and women who serve the Lord, and Paul’s statement of appreciation for Timothy must have given that young servant of the Lord great confidence. Timothy knew Paul’s words knew that Paul’s integrity would not allow him to flatter. Paul knew Timothy very well.  They had traveled together, eaten together, ministered together, and doubtless suffered together for the sake of the gospel. The appreciation that Paul spoke from his own heart must therefore have  touched Timothy and caused him to live up to the high expectations of his spiritual mentor. 

Appeal
3 I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day, 
我 感 謝 　 神 、 就 是 我 接 續 祖 先 、 用 清 潔 的 良 心 所 事 奉 的 　 神 、 祈 禱 的 時 候 、 不 住 的 想 念 你 、 
A fourth element of motivation was Paul’s constant appeal to the Lord on Timothy’s behalf. It must have been very encouraging for Timothy to know, as he ministered in Ephesus and other parts of Asia Minor, sometimes alone, that Paul was praying for him.  We are greatly encouraged when we receive communication that people are praying for us as we labor in Thailand.  Your children also need your prayers and will be encouraged to know that you pray for them. 
Affection

4 longing to see you, even as I recall your tears, so that I may be filled with joy. 
記 念 你 的 眼 淚 、 晝 夜 切 切 的 想 要 見 你 、 好 叫 我 滿 心 快 樂 ． 

A fifth principle for motivating our children and younger believers, those we may be discipling, is to love them and to express genuine affection for them. Paul missed Timothy and was longing to see him.  Later in 2 Timothy he writes "Make every effort to come to me soon" (4:9).  
Affirmation

5 For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well. 
想 到 你 心 裡 無 偽 之 信 ． 這 信 是 先 在 你 外 祖 母 羅 以 、 和 你 母 親 友 尼 基 心 裡 的 ． 我 深 信 也 在 你 的 心 裡 

The final principle of motivation from Paul’s introduction is that of affirmation. In the two previous verses Paul mentions his remembering Timothy in prayer and recalling his tears. Now he mentions the faith he has observed in Timothy and in his mother and grandmother.  

Timothy had a heritage of faith.  Oh that we may have families with a Christian heritage, here in America, in China, and in Thailand.   By the time of Paul’s second missionary journey, the women, Lois and Eunice, had done much to train up Timothy in the way that he should go, in the ways of the Lord.  He already had become "well spoken of by the brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium" (Acts 16:2). 
The second section of 2 Timothy 1:6–14 focuses on the believers’ not being ashamed of Jesus Christ.  No matter how gifted a person may be, or how well trained, skilled with the Bible, and no matter much opportunity he may have, if he lacks spiritual courage and commitment, he will not speak and act effectively for the Lord.  Paul said he was not ashamed of the Gospel and didn’t want Timothy to be either; he didn’t want him to be timid or cowardly.  We must have a commitment to proclaim Jesus Christ, regardless of the danger or difficulty.

During the Boxer Rebellion (1899–1900), extreme nationalist Chinese surrounded a certain mission station, they sealed all exits except one. They placed a cross in the dirt in front of the opened gate and told the missionaries and students that anyone who walked out and trampled the cross would be spared. According to reports, the first seven students who departed trampled the cross and were sent on their way. The eighth student, a young girl, approached the cross, knelt down, prayed for strength, carefully walked around the cross, and was immediately shot to death. The remaining 92 students, strengthened by that girl’s courageous example, also walked around the cross to their deaths.

2 Timothy 1:14 Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.  (NASB)  

從 前 所 交 託 你 的 善 道 、 你 要 靠 著 那 住 在 我 們 裡 面 的 聖 靈 、 牢 牢 的 守 著 。
I Thessalonians 2:4 4 but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts.  (NASB)  
但 　 神 既 然 驗 中 了 我 們 、 把 福 音 託 付 我 們 、 我 們 就 照 樣 講 、 不 是 要 討 人 喜 歡 、 乃 是 要 討 那 察 驗 我 們 心 的 　 神 喜 歡 。 

Timothy was entrusted with a commission to fulfill.   Entrust refers to committing something of value to another. It is used, for example, to speak of putting a deposit in a bank, also can be used as a military term used of a soldier on watch, who was accountable with his own life to protect that which was entrusted to his care.  Paul had given Timothy a valuable deposit, God’s truth 2 Timothy 2:1-2 1You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
奉 　 神 旨 意 、 照 著 在 基 督 耶 穌 裡 生 命 的 應 許 、 作 基 督 耶 穌 使 徒 的 保 羅 、
2The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also
寫 信 給 我 親 愛 的 兒 子 提 摩 太 ． 願 恩 惠 憐 憫 平 安 、 從 父 　 神 和 我 們 主 基 督 耶 穌 、 歸 與 你 。
 I Timothy 6:20-21 20 O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called “knowledge”— 
提 摩 太 阿 、 你 要 保 守 所 託 付 你 的 、 躲 避 世 俗 的 虛 談 、 和 那 敵 真 道 似 是 而 非 的 學 問 。
21which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith.  Grace be with you.;). Paul himself had been entrusted with that deposit. 
已 經 有 人 自 稱 有 這 學 問 、 就 偏 離 了 真 道 。 願 恩 惠 常 與 你 們 同 在 。
 1 Timothy 1:11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted.  (NASB) 

這 是 照 著 可 稱 頌 之 　 神 交 託 我 榮 耀 福 音 說 的 。
That same deposit of truth has been handed down through the centuries to us. We must preserve it and hand it down intact to the next generation.  Cindy and I have been entrusted as your missionaries to share the Gospel in Thailand.  Each of us are entrusted to share the Gospel with our family, and the next generation.  Parents have been entrusted with children and every Christian has been entrusted with the Gospel. What are you doing with what God as entrusted you with?  Perhaps God is speaking you to this morning about committing to Him to be a better parent or a better discipler or leader for those Timothys in your life.  Perhaps He is speaking to you about missions.  Jesus says this in the Great Commission Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
所 以 你 們 要 去 、 使 萬 民 作 我 的 門 徒 、 奉 父 子 聖 靈 的 名 、 給 他 們 施 洗 ． 〔 或 作 給 他 們 施 洗 歸 於 父 子 聖 靈 的 名 〕
20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." (NASB) 
凡 我 所 吩 咐 你 們 的 、 都 教 訓 他 們 遵 守 我 就 常 與 你 們 同 在 、 直 到 世 界 的 末 了 。
1

